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Science Olympiad Teams Heading to State 

Congratulations to all our Mustangs who participate in Science Olympiad! 
All of our teams placed in the regional competition in early March and are 
headed to the state Sci O competition on April 1. Thank you to all the 
coaches and families who support these amazing students, especially 
Coach McGonagil and Coach Yaaminy. Go Mustangs! 

http://kin.psdschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/kinardmustangs
https://www.facebook.com/kinardmustangs
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
http://www.saludclinic.org/


 Page  2 

 In Honor of Hal Kinard We Can and We Will 

Page  2 

In Honor of Hal Kinard We Can and We Will 

continued on next page 

Recent GT Celebrations 

Mrs. Grigg, our GT Coordinator, has been working tirelessly to find unique 
opportunities for our GT students to pursue through their Advanced 
Learning Plans, including career mentorships, onsite visits, and more. See 
below for some recent highlights! 

In March, one of our 6th grade 
students with a career mentorship in 
GT chose a goal to explore pathways 
towards a career in professional 
women's soccer. Moriah had the 
special opportunity to hold a video 
interview with Ms. Estelle Johnson, a 
Rocky Mountain High School 
graduate who got her start in Fort 
Collins and has gone on to play 
professional women’s soccer 
(currently with the North Carolina 
Courage) and in the World Cup! 
Estelle shared much wisdom with 
Moriah on several topics that she 
now has as key takeaways for moving 
forward in soccer and in life.  We 
thank Ms. Johnson for pouring herself 
into the lives of young women and aspiring professional athletes 
everywhere! 

https://youthclinic.com/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=poudre_schooldistrict_elementary_newsletter_ad
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/
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Recent GT Celebrations   continued 

In March, some students in our GT program experienced an amazing day of 
hands-on learning at CSU’s Computer Engineering Labs. Students were given 
a “behind the scenes tour” and interacted with the seniors at work building 
their design projects. Our students shared that the foam graphite room, 
where sounds waves could not travel, was stunning to the senses. By having 
a session with one of the doctoral students, our middle schoolers walked 
away with increased knowledge on how to utilize an education in computer 
engineering and steps to take towards their career aspirations such as 
aerospace. Kinard students were the very first field trip group to use the new 
ECE CreatorSpace! The AI object recognition was a favorite activity for the 
students. What an incredible opportunity for our students! 

SummitStoneHealth.org
https://qdoba.force4good.com/
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A couple other GT students 
experienced a day-in-the-life of their 
career mentor, Nargiza Murat, French 
pastry chef at Le Creperie. Brooke 
and Erin were able to learn about and 
help prepare some of Le Creperie’s 
famous macaron cookies. The 
experience was insightful, motivating, 
and delicious! 

Recent GT Celebrations   continued 

continued on next page 

Orchestra and Band Celebrations 

It’s been a busy month for both our band and orchestra programs with 
festivals galore! We want to congratulate our Symphony Orchestra and Mrs. 
Griffey on their SUPERIOR rating at the CASTA festival just before Spring 
Break! Their achievement also means that they are one of only three middle 
school orchestras in the entire state to be invited to the State Festival in 
April! At the same time, Mr. Perez and our Honors and Symphonic Bands 
earned perfect SUPERIOR scores at the CBA Middle School Festival at 
Mountain View High School! Our band performed in front of a panel of 
judges and other middle school bands and performed beautifully. Then, it 
was off to the Winter Park Ski-Music Festival for some fun and more music-
making for both groups. What a month it has been! 

mailto:schoolnewslettercompanyco@gmail.com
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Orchestra and Band Celebrations continued 

http://www.joemivshekrealtor.com/
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Updates from the World of Choir 

1) Congratulations to Anna Thompson, Henry Peterson, Eva Mills, Chase 
Bassett, Leah Chen, Mariana Batan, Julia Heath, Adelyn Warren, & 
Ashley Shultz for being selected to sing in the Poudre School District 
Middle School Honor Choir on March 7th. Congratulations also go to 
Davin Anderson and Ria Rajasekehran for being selected to perform at 
the Colorado Middle All State Choir on March 10th. The PSD Honor 
Choir brings together the best singers from around Poudre School 
District to join together in song with the Elementary Honor Choir –
quite an accomplishment. Davin and Ria were selected amongst 1200 
auditionees to join the All State Choir at the Bellco Theatre in Denver
– an amazing achievement.

2) GO ROCKIES!  The Mustang Chorale will be performing The National 
Anthem at the Colorado Rockies game on Wednesday, April 19th

(Colorado Rockies vs. Sand Diego Padres – game time 1:10).  The 
Rockies will donate part of the proceeds from ticket sales back to 
Kinard using this link: https://www.mlb.com/rockies/tickets/specials/
national-anthem.  Come support both the Kinard Mustang Chorale and 
the Colorado Rockies by telling everyone you know to get a ticket (or 
LOTS more              )  and enjoy some baseball on April 19th!

3) Mark Your Calendars!  Tickets to the following Kinard performances 
will be sold through the Lincoln Center Box Office (www.lctix.com):

• Tuesday, May 16th – All Choir
Concert: Fort Collins Lincoln
Center – 7:00pm

• Thursday, May 18th & Friday,
May 19th – Newsies Jr: Lincoln
Center Magnolia Theatre –
7:00pm

https://www.mlb.com/rockies/tickets/specials/national-anthem
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/tickets/specials/national-anthem
https://www.lctix.com/
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7th Grade English Debates 

7th Grade English Lab hosted a 
debate on March 9th for a live 
audience of peers and teachers! 

Teams worked together to 
prepare and present their 
arguments on whether or not 
screentime should be limited. 
They used each other and their 
research to respond to the 
counter argument in real time. 
They did an excellent job of 
providing compelling arguments and expanding their comfort zone by 
speaking in front of an audience. Congrats, English Lab! 

In Honor of Hal Kinard We Can and We Will 

6th Grade PE Presenters 

6th grade PE students got the opportunity to learn table tennis from some 
amazing guest presenters. Antonino Barbaras and Francesca Vargas came 
out from Table Tennis Connections, a local table tennis organization, to 
teach 6th graders about the technique and rules of the game. Francesca 
Vargas is actually a National Champion table tennis player from Peru. 
Students had a great time being challenged, learning a new skill and 
improving upon knowledge they had coming into PE.  

If your student is interested in getting more involved with table tennis 
outside of Kinard, please contact your student's PE teacher for more 
information!  
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7th Grade Science Guest Presenter 

CSU professor, Steve Wallner, recently visited our 7th grade science 
classrooms to share his expertise of plants with our students. He taught 
them about plants’ adaptations and had students set up experiments to test 
their learning.   

7th Grade Fly Fishing Unit 

7th Grade PE students spent 4 class periods learning about the basics of fly 
fishing including how to put together a fly-fishing rod, tie knots, cast along 
with bug and fish identification. At the end of the unit, students got to walk 
to Lady Moon Pond and fly fish in a real pond for actual fish! Students did a 
great job with this unit! If you are interested in getting your student more 
involved with fly fishing outside of school, please contact your student's PE 
teacher!  
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In Honor of Hal Kinard We Can and We Will 

2023 CMAS Assessments 

We are so impressed and proud of the incredible work and effort our students have demonstrated this year. 
Both in and out of the classroom, Kinard students are excelling due to their dedication and hard work. We 
congratulate and thank our students for their progress thus far! 

We will soon begin the Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) state standardized assessments. All 
students in Poudre School District and the state of Colorado take the CMAS assessments. Please continue 
reading for scheduling details and more information about how our school community uses CMAS results to 
help ensure high levels of learning for all students and how preparation for and completion of CMAS 
assessments benefits students.  We are proud of our students and our culture of positivity surrounding these 
assessments. 

Our students will be taking the following required assessments for middle school grades this year: 

• All grades will take the English/Language Arts and the Math CMAS assessments. 

• 8th grade will also take the Science CMAS assessments. 

All CMAS assessments are computer-based, therefore it is critical that students bring their PSD assigned 
laptop and charger to school each testing day. Please help your child to remember to charge his/her 
computer every night and bring the charging cord to school along with the laptop on CMAS days. 

At Kinard, CMAS assessments will take place on the following days/times: 

For detailed daily student schedules, click here for math testing days and here for ELA and 8th grade science 
testing days. These schedules also include modified times for each class period. Students will also receive a 
printed copy of the CMAS assessment schedule during ELO on Thursday, March 30th. 

Additional CMAS Notes:  

The CMAS assessment is designed to measure student mastery of Colorado’s academic content standards. 
Colorado’s academic content standards indicate skills and knowledge necessary to prepare students for 
success from early school readiness to postsecondary competencies, including both workforce readiness and 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OMkqENCVp7NSATimhQ-H0ycC7Wogduye/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VZTAOxSBnqB4pFdWQf4QsqRCgZdPBUYj/view
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21st century skills. These tests provide valuable information for our school and teachers, who use the data to 
understand where students are in their learning and tailor instruction accordingly. The district also uses these 
results to measure overall student academic progress and identify opportunities for improvement. 
Furthermore, the state assessments are a great opportunity for students to practice test taking skills, 
including how to approach an important test with a mindset that is calm, productive, and focused. We 
recognize that how adults talk about the assessments greatly influences how students view taking them, and 
we appreciate you joining us in talking about these assessments as a positive learning opportunity. 

These assessments also provide us with excellent information about your child’s individual growth in each 
content area. Ultimately, CMAS is another very important way we, Kinard staff, get better. The data is 
invaluable. Our school is an amazing place and we want to continue to see it grow and improve. 

• On CMAS assessment days, students will still go to their regular classes but on an alternate schedule. 

• Students may bring reading material (sorry, no e-books) as they will be allowed to read or rest quietly 
after completing each assessment. 

• For a successful CMAS experience, please encourage your child to get plenty of rest the night before, 
eat a healthy breakfast to fuel his/her brain, and bring a positive attitude to show what he/she knows. 

• If your child is ill on a testing day, they should not come to school. Please continue to follow the How 
Sick is Too Sick guidelines, and contact our assessment coordinator to discuss make-up options. 

Opting out of tests: 

To excuse your student from state assessments, you may complete a Parent Excusal form digitally by logging 
into ParentVUE and accessing Services Tracker. Instructions and screenshots on how to do this can be found 
here. Please note that you will need to indicate you are opting your child out for each subject area. You may 
also print a PDF version of the form and return it to the Kinard main office. If you scroll to the second page on 
these documents, you will also find them available in Spanish and Arabic. 

If you decide to opt out, you may keep your student home during our scheduled grade level testing times, and 
absences will be excused. We will also provide a study hall where students may sit quietly or read a book, 
according to state guidelines. 

For more information about state assessments, visit the Colorado Department of Education website here or 
visit the PSD District and State Assessments web page. If you have questions about the CMAS assessments, 
please contact Cecilia Bonertz, School Assessment Coordinator, at cbonertz@psdschools.org or (970) 488-
5407. Thank you for your support! 

2023 CMAS Assessments        continued 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RcdCmU4SYXwmVhJrA3Pyk0gP0MTDClkF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RcdCmU4SYXwmVhJrA3Pyk0gP0MTDClkF/view
https://pvue.psdschools.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://techportal.psdschools.org/node/2603
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/Assessment/2022-23%20State%20Testing%20Opt%20Out%20Form.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/Assessment/2022-23%20State%20Testing%20Opt%20Out%20Form%20SPANISH.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/Assessment/2022-23%20State%20Testing%20Opt%20Out%20Form%20ARABIC.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FROFoJn-ZrUPDZCH9sq-PwA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRl_07BP4S6Amh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTIuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNj
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/resourcesforparents
https://www.psdschools.org/academics/student-outcomes/district-state-assessments
mailto:cbonertz@psdschools.org
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8th Grade Celebration 

Parents of 8th graders, please save the date of Thursday, May 25th for our traditional 8th Grade Celebration 
event this year. This is one of our most anticipated events of the year! Please join us as we recognize the 
accomplishments of our 8th graders and celebrate their contributions to Kinard as they transition to high 
school. Please note, we will host the event in the gymnasium of Fossil Ridge High School to allow for more 
space and seating. 

Thank you for your continued time and effort to make this a special event for all! Please contact Erin LaRue, 
Assistant Principal, at elarue@psdschools.org if you have specific questions about the event. 

mailto:elarue@psdschools.org
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Last Day of School 

Friday, May 26, the last day of school for 2022-2023, will be a half day for 
students. Kinard students will be released at 11:40 a.m. on May 26, and no 
lunch will be served on that day. It will be a full day for staff. The last day for 
meals to be provided to students will be Thursday, May 25. 

Important Yearbook Information 

The yearbook is just about finished! As 
communicated, only a limited number of extra 
copies were ordered. We expect to be sold out by 
yearbook distribution.  BUY NOW while supplies 
last at Jostens.com. If you have already bought a 
book, thank you! 

Summer School Option for 8th graders  

Registration for Session 1 of Poudre School District’s summer school 

program is now open, and Session 2 will open in May. Classes are free for 

current 8th - 12th grade PSD students. Students can take multiple courses but 

will complete one at a time. Information about this year's PSD HS Summer 

School offerings can be found here: summer.psdschools.org  

  

Summer School will be offered in two sessions.   

• Monday, April 3 - 8:00 am - Thursday, May 25 – 3:00 pm 

• Thursday, June 1 - 8:00 am - Thursday, June 29 - 3:00 pm  

             *Math classes remain grade replacement only.   

 

All classes will be online with a teacher for support, monitoring, and 

grading. There are no mandatory class meetings, but students must have 

high-speed Internet access.  Students will keep their current school 

computers and MiFi devices to complete summer school classes.   

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Kinard’s school counselors: 

Patti Young (last names A-G) at pyoung@psdschools.org or 970-488-5406 

or Karen Irvine (last names H-Z) at kirvine@psdschools.org or 970-488-5408 

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1431489/Kinard-Middle-School/
https://summer.psdschools.org/
mailto:pyoung@psdschools.org
mailto:kirvine@psdschools.org
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High School Athletic Opportunities 

See the flyers below for some upcoming informational and welcome sessions for some athletic programs at 
various PSD high schools. 

Project Homeless Connect  

Project Homeless Connect is a one-day event from CSU’s Student Leadership, Involvement & Community 
Engagement that provides individuals and families currently experiencing homelessness or a risk of 
experiencing homelessness with access to vital services such as rapid housing and employment support, 
basic medical exams, ID/legal service, and much more. This year’s event will take place on Friday, April 14, 
from 10 am-2 pm at the Aztlan Community Center (112 E Willow Street, Fort Collins, CO). Visit https://
lsc.colostate.edu/slice/community-engagement/project-homeless-connect/ for more information. 

https://lsc.colostate.edu/slice/community-engagement/project-homeless-connect/
https://lsc.colostate.edu/slice/community-engagement/project-homeless-connect/
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High School Athletic Opportunities      continued 
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High School Athletic Opportunities      continued 
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High School Athletic Opportunities      continued 
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PSD Mental Health Matters Event 

See the flyer below for details on PSD’s Mental Health Matters event. 
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Help Plan Juneteenth Events in Fort Collins 

See the flyer below from CSU’s Black/African American Cultural Center if you’re interested in having your 
voice heard and planning this cultural event for our community. 
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PSD Appreciation Day @ the Colorado Rockies 

PSD’s Appreciation Days with the Rockies will be Sunday May 14th against the Phillies! Have Mother’s Day 
plans already? Then check out our SECOND opportunity to see the Rockies against the Nationals on April 9th! 

For more information about prices and seating, or to purchase tickets, please visit www.rockies.com/PSD. If 
you have any questions, please reach out to Ryan Tapp at (303) 312-2443 or Ryan.Tapp@rockies.com. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rockies.com%2FPSD&data=05%7C01%7Celarue%40psdschools.org%7C5978e4f82c754b4aab8608db29760ef2%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C638149359570934279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
http://www.rockies.com/PSD
mailto:Ryan.Tapp@rockies.com
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PSD Is Hiring!  

PSD is hiring school nutrition professionals and many other positions for next school year. Visit 
www.psdschools.org for more information. 

http://www.psdschools.org



